
 

mean feat but it will hope-

fully encourage sponsors 

to donate generously.  A 

three day optional stay in 
the Sarhara has been 

tacked on to the end of 

the trek for anyone who 

wishes to spend a few 

extra days in this stunning 

part of the world. 

Additional information, 

dates, costs and registra-

tion forms for both events 
can be found at our web-

site www.rifcom.org. 

The team are excited to 

announce the next 

RifCom Challenge, in 

fact, the next TWO 
RifCom challenges.  Both 

events will take place this 

year and both are a result 

of valuable feedback from 

many of YOU. Weôre 

separating out the com-

munity projects from the 

hard trekking this year 

and also separating the 

concepts of donating your 

time to help a community 
and of donating your en-

ergy to raise money for a 

good cause!  

 

So the first event will be a 

four day event at the end 

of April entirely dedicated 

to hands-on community 

support projects and very 

little trekking.  The event 

will take place in the vil-

lage of Khezzana and its 
surrounding area and is 

open to all ages. Fundrais-

ing is not a requirement 

for this event but anyone 

wishing to do so, is more 

than welcome to go ahead 

and a fundraising pack 
can be obtained from the 

team. 

The second event will be 
a four day gruelling chal-

lenge trek in November 

with a big sponsorship 

requirement.  The event 

will kick off with a jour-

ney on the overnight ex-

press train to Marrakesh 

and a quick transfer to the 

Atlas Mountains.   The 

group will then com-

mence a four day trek 

through stunning terrain 
from the Atlas Mountains 

down to the Sahara De-

sert.  This challenge is no 

Two RifCom Events in 2011, 
which one will you choose? 

Educational Exchange Program April 2011 
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Students olive tree planting  
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Painting school at Mechkrella 
2010 exchange program 



2010 saw the addition 

of Tom Cawthorn as 

Sports Liaison Officer  

to the RifCom team and 

it gives us great pleas-

ure  to welcome Tom aboard.  Tom, 

busy in his new role wasted no time 

in organising, along with his six year 

old son Finn, a collection of new and 

used football boots and kit from the 

children of Gibraltar to take to the 

children of the Rif.  Built around this 

simple idea, (which originated from 

six-year old Finn by the way), a full 

blown football tournament was put 

together one weekend in October, 

where the footie kit and equipment 

were officially donated to Associa-

tion Sebannine in Chefchaouen, an 

organisation dedicated to assisting 

the underprivileged children of the 

region.   Once the football tourna-

ment began it soon became evident 

how necessary the kit and in particu-

lar the 56 pairs of donated football 

boots, would be to this association 

as the team watched in dismay the 

boys playing in their tatty flip flops 

and sustaining injuries on the rough 

stony surface which was littered with 

glass.  But once everyone was boot-

ed up the tournament proved to be a 

great success and a firm relationship 

was established with the guys from 

Association Sebannine with plans 

for future collaboration on many 

such like events and more. 

Looking forwards, 2011 will be a 

busy year for RifCom Sports with 

Tom executing his exciting plans 

with help from the rest of the RifCom 

team.  Watch this space for more 

news coming soon!!   Anybody wish-

ing to get involved with RifCom Sports 

can contact Tom via our usual email 

address: info@rifcom.org. 
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 òthe team watched 

in dismay as the 

boys playing in tatty 

flip flops, sustained 

several injuries on 

the rough stony 

surface which was 

littered with glassó   

 

RifCom Sports and Football Tournament 

Here in Gibraltar we are accustomed to seeing our Barbary Macaques in 

abundance and lately even becoming a bit of a nuisance, but their shy and 

timid cousins of the Rif Mountains which roam wild, are sadly in decline.   

In October, Julian and Mari met with Sian Waters, Project Director of 

BMCRif (Barbary Macaque Conservation in the Rif) in Chefchaouen, 

where Sian and her team explained that the conservation project is based in 

Bouhachem and aims to halt the decline of the Barbary Macaque in North-

ern Morocco by gathering scientific data, raising awareness and working 

with the local people to safeguard the species.  The RifCom team learnt that 

currently the biggest threat to the macaques is the capture and exportation 

as pets to expat Moroccans living elsewhere, together with the attack and 

killing of the macaques by local dogs.  Anyone wishes to find out more 

about the great work this group is doing can subscribe to their newsletter 

(just drop us an email) or join their group on Facebook.   

Barbary Macaque Conservation in the Rif 

Special thanks to St. Maryôs 

First School, Lincoln Football 

Club and Manchester United 

Football Club (Gibraltar) and all 

the individual people who kindly 
helped us in collecting football 

boots, strips and equipment.  

Thanks also to Society Generale 

Private Banking Hambros and 

The Orion Group for their kind 

sponsorship of the football tour-

nament. 



Last May saw the success-

ful completion of the Char-

ity Challenge Event 2010 

with 33 participants taking 

part.  The event was chal-

lenging from the off when 

two days before departure 

the whole itinerary had to 

be restructured due to the 

withdrawal of  permissions 

for access to the targeted 

area.  However, with the 

valuable assistance of 

RifCom friend Abdeslam 

Moudden, a new itinerary 

was rapidly put together 

and with new permissions 

sought, the event got under-

way with participants being 

dropped off in the backwa-

ter village of  Beni Arouss.   

Their first challenge being 

the tricky task of shopping 

at the local market for sup-

plies for the impending 

community projects.  The 

participants completed this 

task with flair and set the 

tone for the rest of the trip, 

as they continuously met 

and overcame with fighting 

spirit and without com-

plaint, every challenge 

thrown at them by the 

RifCom team.  These chal-

lenges included the beauti-

fication of the palace of  

Mouley Ahmed Raissouni 

and surrounding area, 

painting and repair work of 

local school at Tazroute, 

endless miles of trekking 

and lots of team game chal-

lenges thrown in for fun.  

The event was a great suc-

cess and the total amount 

raised by the group was an 

impressive Ã18,973.   Our 

thanks goes to everyone 

who donated to the event 

and of course our heartfelt 

thanks goes to all the par-

ticipants, each and every 

one who displayed great 

spirit, enthusiasm and hu-

mour even when facing the 

toughest parts of the event.   

Well done to all, and what 

a great bunch!!  

and administration of 

RifCom events in the Rif.  

Through the newly estab-

lished association AARBI, 

Abdeslam works hard to 

connect the team with 

other local associations 

and officials.  A special 

mention also to his broth-

ers Mohammed and Ra-

chid, who are valuable 

supporters of RifCom and 

have contributed greatly 

Since RifComõs very be-

ginnings it has had the 

valuable support of Ab-

deslam Moudden, a tour 

operator born and raised 

in the Chefchaouen prov-

ince who shares a similar 

vision for his regionõs 

impoverished population. 

Abdeslam, passionate 

about his beautiful home-

land, assists the team in 

organising the logistics 

to RifComõs success thus 

far.  Special thanks also 

goes to Abdelilah Aghzal, 

an English teacher in 

Chefchaouen and member 

of AARBI, who together 

with his students, provide 

RifCom with assistance in 

administrative details, 

paperwork and transla-

tions. A huge 

thanks to all our 

friends in Morocco.   

Challenge Event May 2010 Report 

Special Recognition 
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òI canõt say I 

had any low 

moments apart 

from packing to 

return home ò 

 

òIt is moments 

like this that 

make you realise 

that you can in-

deed achieve any-

thing you want, if 

you really put 

your mind to it ó 

Trekking up to 10 hours a 

dayééphew!! 

Beautification of the Moul-

ey Ahmed Raissouni Palace 

Building goal posts for the 

new football pitch at the 

school at Tazroute  

 

òThere was this 

little girl who 

just couldnõt stop  

smiling, yet she 

had nothing...ó  

Painting the school at Tazroute  

Abdeslam Moudden Rachid Moudden 

Abdelilah Aghzal 

 

Mohammed  

Moudden 


