rwnan passes alongside high peaks the RifCom feams
hiked on their recent Community Challenge in the Rif
mountains of Morocco.

The challenge was far 33 local individuals of
all ages and fram businesses across Gibraltar,
to spend five days trekking, doing community
work and experiencing rural Morocco. This
waould all be in aid of Gibralter based charity
RifCom who work with the Rif communities 1o
assist In their eeenomic development.

The challenge began with o trip to & local
maorket where on 'Apprentice’ style fosk wes
held to buy supplies for the coming doys.
Once the materfals including pick axes, goal
pests and pelnt had been bought and muleteers had loaded them on to thelr animals, we
embarked upon & four hour trek from the town of Bni Arauss 1o the villuge of Tazroute, The
walk foak us through small villages of metal roofed houses glinting sharply In the sun, post
farms with goass, horses and fields being ploughed by hond and down velleys covered with
flowers of every colour. Tazroute, a small hobltation of 450 pecple, mainty elderly ane
chifdren {as the young adulls leave for the cities), is hidden uway high in the Rif hills. It boasts

" a former Sufi strang-hold and palace dating bock to the years when Maroceo wos under
attack by the Pertuguese. For us, this ost* village was the centre of the community work part
of the challenge.

One of RifCom's aims is to encourage focal communities develc'wp thair own rural tourism
concepts so as ta encourage mere maney to flow into the villages. To suppart this werk the team
sompleted painting of port of the old palace, planting trees ond up af the local sehool
painting learning wids, marking out o football piteh and creating murals inckuding o cirde of
handds from the lecal children, This last project, it is hoped, will encourage the local community
to Increase their vouluation of education. The day ended with a football march behween
RifComers and local beys, before denations including ¢lothes and school aids from Gibrafiar
were given out 1o the loce! peaple. It had been o hord but good day's werk that judging by
the smiles was appreciated by the villagers. One Participent was noted as saying "..there was
this litfle girl who just couldn't stop smiling, yet she had nothing..” and Matthew Provost
reflected on the community wark seying 'It was refreshing and enriching to go and serve the
peaple of Tazroute. In the wastern world we offen seem o look dewn upon these in Africs so
it was good o challenge one's own eititudes by turning those presumptions upside-down,'

Having completed some smoll assistance to the local community, the team set off ecrly and
begen a leng walk, planned to teke seven hours, 1o . . . well no-cne reaify appeared to know.
But trusting in our guides, Mohommed and Rashid, off we set through cpen meadows, shady
forests, and fields of all kinds of crops, The marning's hike took us over high pass and then o
leng descent tawards a river at the valley ficor. During the day the challengers were given the
task of exploring the flora we walked past and learning from the guides their traditional
‘medicinal’ vses,

arterngon involved one very long cimb up, and wp, and up. It was amazing all the while to see
smal! villages perched on the side of mountains and crop fields on valley sides where no
machinery con werk, solely people. it eoch village we passed through, we were weiched
cauticusly but a friendly *Saloem Alaykum® quickly brought & smile and a wave of the hond from
the anlookers.

After much wolking under a relentless sun, the teams summitted thelr fing! peck where, met by
one of the guides in a Land Rover, we were told it was only a shert way to our comp for the night.
'Short’ furned out 1o be not quile so. }t cariminly helped to have done tratining before the
weekend with many of the chollengers having walked the Med steps, trekked in the Spanish
campo and been hard ot # in the gym for the weeks leading up to the trip. it was o frue test of
enduronce and inner strength” sald Seen Torilia,
But 11 hours after we had set off, the whale team
arrived at a small cottage set in the middle of
fields ond trees. It couldn't have been o more
perfect place and that plus lots of mint tex proved
a great finith to a hard doy's walking. ‘The
trekking's been excellent and «ff with very good
company”sald chalienger Banny Gobay.

Chefchaouen was our goal on the fingl day, as we
hiked o sleep climb into the Jebe! Bouhoehem
Nature Reserve, The climb was made worthwhile
as we pecked at a pas ond were finclly able to
see the town ‘dipped in blue', Upon arrival there, we were treated 1o lacal music, food and o
chance ta shop and chil out, The time spent here also allowed for reflection on the events and
experignces of the previous days,

A great woy fo end five firing but very anjoyable days: “Thanks ta aif for organising this event.
| reclly snjoyed every minute of it” said chalfenger Eddle Luces. “The experience was G truly
special one” seid Louls Mantegriffo.

All the challengers hod raised money to cover the costs of the trip and alse & minimum of £450
sponsorship each, done through a mixture of sponsored events, BBQs, party nights, tapas crawls
and much mere. This money will go tewards furthering RifCom's werk In this part of Moracce
which includes expanding their trekking activities and training of local guides, building o base
for their work and promoting education and health cara in the region. Thanks must go 1o oll the
cempanies and people who generously supported the trip and RifCom's work in any way. They
inclede Allied Traders, B. Sacarello, Bar Panorama, BDO Orion, BIA, Copurro, Care
Insurance, Claudie Rolf, Daloifle, Don Rincon Tapas, EIM, Finsbury Trust, Gary International,
Gib Amusements, Gibrallar Trading, Hire U Shop, Interbuild, Karen Evereft (for her
unconditional help), Ladbrokes, Lloyds T5B, Marine & Industrial Sarvices, Morrisons,
Neigear, ParlyGaming, Power of Words, PwC, Redwood, Proseal, Sapphire Netwarks, Scalo
Lid, Societe Generale Private Bunking 5G Hembros, 5TM Fidecs, Tepas Le Traviesa, Tapas
Obenca, Tarik Ship Agents, Turner & Co, Turicum Private Bank, Celebiity.

So vith all the challengers safely back and having head, in the words of challenger joey Stych,
an ‘awesome time', we leok forward to RifCom's ongoing work in the region, to continuing to
huild relgiionships between the peoples of Morocco and Gk, and maybe even 1o returning for
next year's chellengel ’
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